
   

 

Come join us for Worship on Sunday mornings at 9 am and Wednesdays at 5:30 pm;  

510 E. Broadway Ave, Medford, WI 54451 

  To contact Pastor Mary Jo Laabs, call: 715-351-0450 (cell phone); 715ð748-3391 (church office) 

Church website: www.uccmedford.org   

 believe417@gmail.com or cuccofmedford@gmail.com     

Dear friends, 

The new Church Year has begun. We will once again hear the stories in the life of Jesus, beginning with the celebration of his birth, as         
recorded in the gospel of Luke 2:1-20. The traditions of Christmas surround us in the church and in our homes and in our communities.  
 
Without letting go of memories of Christmases past, I encourage you to consider a different kind of gift-giving this year. Imagine ways to give 
the gift of hope, the gift of time, the gift of peace, the gift of joy, the gift of loveéthe gifts that WILL keep on giving and will not wear out or be 
forgotten or broken. These are the gifts that may be returned in more ways than you can imagine! 

The birth of Jesus is a miraculous story of the eternal God being born into this world in a small, rugged stable. The story that we learned when 
we were very young was that there were angel choirs and shepherds gathered around and that wise men came from far away to give him gifts 
and to worship him. As Christians, we have come to know that the message of Christmas is much more than the pretty little scene that each 
cr¯che portrays. It is more than the ñChristmasò of presents, decorations, Santa Claus, cookies and fudge. The spirit of Christmas that we need 
to be displaying is that which opens our eyes to smallness, humility and servanthood.  

 

Let us consider being the ones who squeeze into the small places in the lives  
of those around us who have great need. Let the Babe of Bethlehem, Jesus Christ,  
be known to those who least expect it this year!   
 
ñFor unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be  
  upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  
  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.ò  ~ Isaiah 9:6    
                         
 -Come join your church family in the activities of our Church: 

*Worship on Sundays at 9am; we share the Sacrament of Holy Communion,  
 the first Sunday each month.  Our practice of ñOpen Communion 
                                            welcomes all people of faith to Christôs table.  During this season of Advent, 
                                                each Sunday Worship and Christmas Eve Worship will include lighting 

                                                                               the candles on the Advent Wreath. 
* Christmas Eve Choir is rehearsing Sundays at 10:30-11:30 (until Dec. 22) 

Come, join us! 
*Sunday School Christmas Program, December 15th.  All children are welcome! 
(Rehearsal will be held on December 8th during worship/Sunday School time.) 

*There will be no Sunday School on December 22 
*Worship on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm 

*Decking the Halls (and supper) on December 4th following Worship 
*Angel Tree gifts are ñdueò in the Church Office by Dec. 15th. If you have taken a ñstockingò tag.  

Money that is to be used for buying gifts, placed in a red stocking, is due by Dec. 9th 
 

                 

           Merry Christmas and a healthy new year to you! God bless us everyone, 
                                                whether distant or near. May we have every reason to give thanks 
                                                             and to say that this is our merriest Christmas ever! 

 

                               Pastor Mary Jo 
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  (November) 

OPENING Randi H. called the meeting to order at 4:59 p.m. and Pastor Mary Jo read a prayer of guidance. 

PRESENT Randi H., Mike G.-P., Jerry G.-P., Pastor Mary Jo., Scott K., Mark J, Pam O., Joyce P. 

ABSENT Gloria C., Anna G.  

GUEST:  Dan H. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

SECRETARYôS REPORT  The minutes from the October 2019 meeting were emailed prior to the meeting for preview per the Consent Agenda 
method. Jerry G.-P. made a motion to accept the minutes. Gail P.       seconded the motion.  Motion passed without discussion.  

TREASURERôS REPORT  The October 2019 Treasurerôs Reports were emailed prior to the meeting for preview per the Consent Agenda 
method Joyce P. made motion to accept the minutes.  

Mark J. seconded the motion. Motion passed without discussion.  

PASTORôS REPORT  The October Pastorôs Reports were distributed to the Council Members for review. Pam O. made a motion to accept the 
report. Jerry G.-P. seconded the motion. Motion passed without        discussion.  

BUILDING AND GROUNDS  

Had a meeting to look at things down the road. Dan H. distributed the list, which included: 

Parsonage window installation and labor                   $ 12,255.30 

Parsonage door installation and labor  (front, upstairs, back)               $   5,759.93 

Parsonage garage floor new slab                      $   8,200.00 

Parsonage furnace and A/C                   $   9,700.00 

Parsonage upstairs flooring        $   3,200.00 

Motion light for back of house         $    <100 

Council discussed the option of selling the parsonage rather than putting more money into the house. And decided that the issue of selling 
or fixing should be up for vote at the annual meeting. Jerry G.-P will research options for motion light.  

FIVE PRACTICES 

A series of letters to the congregation prior to the 2020 Giving Drive starting in January. 

Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 26 2019 at 8 am at Uncommon Ground. 

CHRISTIAN ED 

Joyce P. attended the UCC in Owen and shared her experience ï the service was wonderful, but it is    obvious that the church doesnôt ñwantò ï 
they really ñneed.ò Joyce asked us to understand how blessed we are here at CUCC. 

Randi H. brought up the fact that the expenses are not allocated correctly between operations and maintenance. The 2020 Budget does not    
include property maintenance expenses. Based on the 2019 expenses we need to increase our 2020 budget by $3,200 for miscellaneous property 
expenses. 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 5pm. 

CLOSED SESSION After reciting the Lordôs Prayer, the Council members went into Closed Session. 

ADJOURNMENT Gail P. made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Scott K. seconded the motion Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
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Anna G. will be presenting ideas for a Sunday School Christmas program and participation in the              Christmas Eve service 

                                                                                                                                  ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нύ 
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